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Editorial

Welcome to another Potting
Shed. In this issue we have
details of a Chat 'n’ Craft
group which meets every
Friday in the new building.

Sales have been very suc-
cessful and there have been
several groups of volunteers
performing useful work at
the Nursery.

2026 marks the 85™ an-
niversary of the Nursery’s
moving from Leeman Road
to Poppleton in 1941. We
hope to be celebrating at
the Nursery’s Heritage Day
on 12 September.

Station adoption

The flower beds look quite
good at the moment as we
have filled them up with
bedding plants from the
nursery and compost. The
shrubs (particularly the
blue geranium types) have
filled up all the spaces. We
may have a breather—apart
from watering and weeding
of course—for about three
weeks!

One area of increasing
concern for us is that the
Box Worm Caterpillar has
struck all the box bushes in
the planters and the other
bigger bushes that we have
in most places in the beds
(about 20). It KkKills the
bushes quite quickly with
yellowing then the leaves
fall off leaving a grey dead
mess. Spraying/nematodes
to help eradicate it would
likely cost a lot but in com-
mon with the rest of Pop-
pleton (where it is particu-

larly active in many gar-
dens) that has not proved
very effective where it has
been tried. As part of our
cutting back activity we are
beginning to identify the
ones that are the most far
gone and cutting them
down. We predict though
that all will have to go be-
fore the winter. This is a
very serous problem which
will leave wus with a
massively denuded station.
We will be writing to North-
ern to alert them to it and
to ask for their help and ad-
vice in due course.

They are also "looking
into" the provision of more
cycle storage spaces as
when full, bicycles are be-
ing secured to lights/posts
on the platforms, some-
times in dangerous places.
One abandoned cycle has
been reported to ISS re-
cently. However, they have
told us there is no money
for them (despite car park-
ing now being charged for)
so we hope that any new
ones will eventually be
forthcoming and will re-
main undercover near the
existing ones and still be
free.

The long standing wooden
and plastic notice board at
the station which advert-
ises Nursery activities to
passers by is becoming
time expired; it would be
really good if our excellent
joiners took a look at it this
year!

Colin Wood

Team Leader, Friends of

Poppleton Station
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Chat 'n’ Craft

Our Chat 'm’ Craft group
meet every Friday from 12 -
3pm in the new building
and is open to new mem-
bers. Anyone interested in
crafting and chatting is wel-
come to come along. Bring
your lunch/drinks and
craft you are working on.
There is no admission
charge but if you decide to
join us there is a yearly fee
of £3 unwaged or £6 waged
for membership of the
Nursery. This is required
for insurance purposes.

We also sell our crafts on
certain open days in our
pop up shop at the Nurs-

ery.
Any queries:
Debbie debbit4@gmail.com
Margaret magaretwilson877@g
mail.com

Sales days

The Sales Days so far this
year have been very suc-
cessful. The first back in
April was our most suc-
cessful, the subsequent
ones were very good even
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on days where the weather
was overcast and rainy.
Combined with sales dur-
ing the week and our stand
at the village sports this is
shaping up to be a good
year for the Nursery.

Volunteering

Since the last issue we have
had visits of volunteers
from Network Rail, Siemens
(x2), Virgin Media and we
are expecting a third from
Network Rail. A great deal
of work has been done —
tidying up around the site
and in the formal garden.
This work by volunteers is
greatly appreciated and
helps in the work of the
Nursery.

Horticulture

We are coming to the end of
our busiest period with this
year’s bedding plants hav-
ing grown well, providing a
colourful display in the
greenhouses. Sales have
been pretty good with Cos-
mos and red Geraniums be-
ing the hot items and
selling out quickly, but
there is still a good selec-
tion of other plants avail-
able. Perennials have also
been in high demand, both
the new stock bought in
and the existing stock from
around the nursery. Veget-
able plants have been
selling well, especially cour-
gettes and cucumbers, but
we probably overdid the to-
mato plants this year with
a large number remaining —
why not try growing a few
yourself? Meanwhile a lot of
sowing, propagating and

potting on has been taking
place, while the spell of
warm and wet weather has
seen a dramatic growth of
weeds around the nursery
which we have been fight-
ing to contain, aided by
some of the visiting groups
mentioned elsewhere.

We had our usual stand
on the village green for the
sports day and were
pleased to see many of our
‘regular’ customers call by,
as well as being able to en-
courage new people to come
and visit the nursery. Hap-
pily, on a very hot day, it
was a lot easier loading the
van for the return journey
having sold most of our

Railway and
building group

Essential maintenance, pre-
dominantly cutting down
overhanging foliage, has
been carried out on the
narrow gauge railway.

The new coach continues
to make progress in the car
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port. The wooden roof has
been fitted as well as a
bench seat.

Essential repairs had to
be made on the loco from
the outdoor model railway
after a derailment and fall
from the layout resulted in
body damage

Ten Years Ago

The Potting Shed No. 34
from May 2016 was 4 sides
of A4. The issue marked the
start of my tenure as editor
of The Potting Shed. In
March 2016 the railway
group took the Nursery’s
model railway to Narrow
Gauge North at Pudsey
Civic Centre. We were able
to connect the layout with

Neil Clayton’s Ripon & Dis-
trict layout.

On the narrow gauge rail-
way the mobile work bench
was finished and several
wagons had been obtained.

The replacement of the
roof on S10 was in progress
and there was an investiga-
tion into the drainage of the
coal drop site.

Several monetary grants
had been received by the
Nursery as well as dona-
tions of tools and a laptop
computer. Over £1000 had
been made at a sale at St.
Crux in York.

Issue No. 35 from June
2016 was 4 sides of A4.
S10 roof was finished. The
railway group were prepar-
ing for a visit from the Nar-
row Gauge Society.

The Nursery was selling a
self-published cookbook
comparing wartime recipes
with those of today for
£2.50.

The issue marked the re-
tirement of Rachel Baker
who had tended the flowers
on the station for the previ-
ous six years. Northern as
the new franchisee were
looking at new ways to do
station adoption.

There was a feature on
Dick Smith, a young lad
who with several of his
friends transported passen-
gers’ luggage to and from
the station in 1960.

A recent volunteer group from Siemens lifted one of our large water tanks into a rein-
forcement cage. The location of the tank made the movement of the reinforcement a
tricky job which was neatly carried out by the group as is shown in the photos below.
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