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The next sales day will
be Heritage Day on
September 13 10:00am
to 4:00pm
Sale of perennials,
herbs, alpines, au-
tumn bedding plants
baskets and plant-
ers.

We shall be celebrating
Pop 40 the anniversary
of the start of the nar-
row gauge railway
View books, bric a brac
and a wide range of
beautiful handmade
crafts.
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Editorial

We have come to the end of
our main sales season and
summer is here with high
temperatures and a hose-
pipe ban.

The display telling the his-
tory of the Nursery has
been finished, your editor
thinks it looks like the con-
trol panel from a steam
punk Tardis.

Volunteering

We are always looking for
volunteers to help with the
Nursery. We are particu-
larly short of people to help
on railway side or those
who have mechanical
knowledge. If you are inter-
ested pop along to one of
the sales days and make
yourself known. You don’t
need any previous experi-
ence and I am not only ask-
ing a male audience so
come along ladies!

Station adoption

We put in a selection of
plants a few weeks ago and
they and the new planter
with roses were all making
good progress and were
looking nice.

The three very dry
spells/mini droughts have
certainly tested our water-
ing rota and skills but most
plants have survived and
the few which have not we
will try to replace in the
next couple of weeks.

Rain water in our one wa-
ter butt was soon ex-
hausted so some water had

to be hauled from the nurs-
ery.

Temporary repairs have
been made to one of our no-
tice boards but some sun
faded panels will have to be
renewed and updated soon.

The search for a suitable
new water bowser is still
ongoing—the old one kept
going—and our next bigger
job will be to trim back
shrubs where required.

The Inspiration Rail 200
train is coming to York Rail-
way Museum from 23-31
August but we have not
been asked to help staff it.

Sales days

The Sales days at both the
Nursery and the Poppleton
Sports have been good, al-
though there was a poor
one on a particularly wet
day.

The Nursery will have a
stall at the Poppleton Vil-
lage show on the Green on
16 August.

Visiting groups
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Virgin Media volunteers
The Nursery has had two
consecutive days of visiting
groups. On 16 July 9 vo-
lunteers from Virgin Media
worked on clearing the cold
frames at the far end of the

Copyright © Poppleton Community Railway Nursery 2025



site and on the ornamental
garden.

The following day 8 volun-
teers from Network Rail at-
tended the Nursery. The
majority of the work was
carried out on the coal drop
site, the ivy on the con-
tainer was removed and the
whole of the site was
strimmed with the waste
wood stacked and the com-
post shifted to the rear of
the site. What was surpris-
ing was the spread that was
produced by the visitors at
lunchtime — one local went
home at returned with a
dish of freshly cooked saus-
ages!

Railway and
building work

Work continues to build a
coach from chassis P13, a
firm wooden frame has
been built on the chassis as
a base of the body. Main-
tenance is being carried out
on Terry Stanhope includ-
ing replacing the air filter.
The Honda engine is a
standard unit and the in-
ternet has provided inform-
ation about its servicing.
We are planning to carry
out maintenance on the two
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tippers — P18 and the
former gate guardian P1.

Ten Years Ago

The Potting Shed No. 29,
produced in June 2015,
was two sides of A4. The
second St. Crux sale had
raised £1082 and the Nurs-
ery had acquired a Twitter
account. There had been
successful sales at the
Nursery and the Poppleton
Sports Day and a barbecue
was planned for working
members. The  railway
group were planning for the
September heritage day and
the red carpet was taken
out for inspection. This was
successful and was the
start of several red carpet
events which we hope to re-
peat on Heritage Day this
year to celebrate Pop 40.
The railway group, as well
as the Nursery’s last man-
ager Graham Warner, had
an away-day at Jonathan
Lloyd’s railway at Castleton
near Whitby. The group
was able to drive Alne, the
loco that was resident at
Poppletonl for many years.
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Alne outside the engine
shed at Poppleton

A group from the Ebor rail-

way modellers is visiting at

the end of the month.

Horticulture

We had a reasonable sea-
son for summer bedding

sales, and a number of the
stock items sold out, with
portulaca, lobelia and cos-
mos being especially popu-
lar this year. Our spring
and summer sales days
generally went well, al-
though a couple were af-
fected by weather (one too
wet, one too hot!). We still
have Busy Lizzies, dianthus
and some nice white and
pink geraniums if your bor-
ders need brightening up.
Perennials have also been
selling well and we have
been propagating and pot-
ting on new plants, as well
as replenishing our stock of
herbs, with some fresh
basil and parsley now on
sale. Attention has just

turned to the autumn sea-
son and we have been busy
potting up cyclamen, poly-
anthus and violas.

SRR, -

On the maintenance side,
laying out of the new
frames at the top of the
nursery has been com-
pleted and work in connect-
ing up the sprinkler system
is well advanced, so that we
can water them from our
rainwater collection tank
(now that we are getting
some rain). The focus of
activity has now moved to
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replacing the benches in | starting to collapse in
greenhouse 2, which were | places.

Nursery views

N SR

Wood delivery Above and below - cleared coal drop site
Below wild flowers in field next to Nursery
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