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We have Sales Days on
Saturdays 31 May, and
7 June 10:00am to
4pm.

View our spring peren-
nials, herbs, alpines,
climbers and shrubs, all
at reasonable prices.
The Nursery’s Loweco
and miniature railway
will be on display and
running, weather per-
mitting.

View books, bric a brac
and a wide range of
beautiful handmade
crafts.
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Editorial

The sales season has got off
to an excellent start with
two very successful sales.
There have been several
visits to the Nursery in-
cluding a couple by volun-
teers doing vital work. A
display commemorating
Rail 200 and Poppleton 40
now sits outside the engine
shed.

Volunteering

We are always looking for
volunteers to help with the
Nursery. We are particu-
larly short of people to help
on railway side of the Nurs-
ery. If you are interested
pop along to one of the
sales days and make your-
self known. You don’t need
any previous experience
and I am not only asking a
male audience so come
along ladies!

Station adoption

We have received our an-
nual money from Northern
and are setting about pro-
curing and planting bed-
ding plants (in common
with York City Council I
see), putting in some new
compost and of course still
looking for a suitable water
bowser to buy. We hope
that soon the station will
look a bit brighter after our
efforts!

Northern wish to have a
photograph of our current
rain barrel on the York Plat-
form so we are arranging
this. There should not be

an issue as it was installed
with guttering by rail
people for us some years
ago. The main problem for
us is that we need more wa-
ter on the station than one
barrel can accommodate
but it looks as if one is the
authorised limit! We have
all recently gone through
our Safety Training which
Northern require us to do
from time to time.

The recent spell of pro-
longed hot and dry weather
showed us how difficult ar-
ranging watering is but we
managed it despite the
problems of medical and
other absences which are
all part of our volunteering
life.

We recently received great
feedback from Brook Adams
— via Northern’s Press De-
partment — about the re-
placement bench (with
plaque) on the Harrogate
Platform — dedicated to his
late Grandfather — en-
abling him and his Grand-
mother to use it, it was very
nice of him to get in touch.

Our memorial planter on
the York Platform has re-
cently been refreshed by
Jackie Clayton too.

Colin Wood, Station Adop-

ters

Sales days

Our first two sales days of
the year have been very
successful with good
weather and a steady
stream of visitors buying
plants, refreshments and
generally enjoying the site.
The first day was so suc-
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cessful that we had sold out
of cake by lunchtime! An
email from Paul for cake for
the second day resulted in
the Nursery being snowed
under with _(_:ake.

e

and more cake

Our Buy-One-Get-One-Free
on Bedding Plants Sale will
be on Saturday 5 July
10am to 4pm.

Visiting groups

A group from Network Rail
made another visit on 1
May, the front of the engine
shed was tidied up in pre-
paration for the Poppleton
40 display.

Two weeks later on 14 May
a group from Siemens vis-
ited, as one of their mem-
bers said they were like

coiled springs! The cold
frames at the Harrogate end
of the site were cleared and
new cold frames laid. This
has certainly tidied up the
area. The area on the A59-
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side of the new building
was also tidied up.

Photos of Siemens Group

The day before the
Siemens group visit Paul
Salvarsen visited the Nurs-
ery. Paul was mentioned in
the last issue of the Potting
Shed in connection with
the library he has set up on
the Cumbrian Coast line at
Kents Bank station. Paul
was a key player in the re-
opening of the Poppleton
Railway Nursery as a com-
munity nursery in the early
2000s.

Poppleton 40

This year marks Railway
200, 200 years of the mod-
ern railway from the open-
ing of the Stockton and
Darlington Railway. 2025
also marks 40 years since
the first length of narrow
gauge railway which was
laid in front of the mess
room portacabin. At the
time there were bunkers for
coke and sand and gravel
where the portacabin now
is. In October 1985 sveral
lengths of redundant nar-
row gauge rails were re-
covered from the signalling

centre in Leeman Road.
Despite very hard ground
conditions by October 18,
the ground had been dug
out and the first length of
rail laid. To commemorate
the event the railway group
with the help from the Net-
work Rail visiting group
have created a memorial to
both events.

Railway and
building work

Using chassis P13, which
came from HM Prison
North Sea Camp, Freiston,
Lincs., as a base the group
has created a display for
the Rail 200 and Poppleton
40 anniversaries. This is
mounted on a length of rail
adjacent to the engine shed.

One of the flat trucks has
been modified with handles
making it easier to move
around the site. The
handles can be removed
when necessary. General
track maintenance includ-
ing flange-way clearing and
pine cone removal is a con-
tinual process. The larger
point levers, which were ac-
quired from the NRM, have
a block of wood which pre-
vents the movable lever
banging on the base of the
frame and possibly break-
ing. These blocks had worn
and are being replaced.

Robins at Pop-
pleton

If you have visited the
Nursery recently you might
have seen robins flying
around the site. Based on
the number of birds, we
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think there are at least two
nests next to the Mess
Room  portacabin. See
photo below.

Horticulture

A big effort by everyone fi-
nally saw all the bedding

The woodworking group
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plants potted up and they
have been selling well. At-
tention then turned back to
repotting and propagating
perennials. Latest activity

has been to tidy up and
prepare indoor succulents,
which had been a little neg-
lected,

and  restocking

r

The terrace
behind the new
building, just
right for an easy
chair and a cool
drink.

One of the Nursery Robins

herbs. We continue to suf-
fer from the activities of
hungry rabbits and protect-
ive measures are being
taken.
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