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Our Sales Dates for
the year ahead are
now available. Our
main sales days are
in April, May, July,
September, October

and November.
Seasonal plants will
be for sale, the nar-

row gauge and
model railways will
be on display and

you can walk
around the historic

site. 
Refreshments will

be available.
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Editorial
Welcome to the first Potting
Shed of the year. This issue
is rather railway-centric but
we  do  have  details  of  the
year’s sales dates, so mark
them  in  your  diaries.  We
have a Potting Shed first,  a
review of a book about rail-
ways around Harrogate in-
cluding  Poppleton  and
there  are  photos  of  the
Nursery in winter.

Membership
Just  a  reminder  to  mem-
bers that your membership
was  due  on  1  January
2023, After 31 March your
name will be removed from
the  mailing  list.  Subs  run
from  1  January  to  31
December £6 waged and £3
for  students,  unwaged  or
over  60s.  There  is  an  ap-
plication form which can be
down loaded from the web-
site, or just put your money
in an envelope with a cover-
ing  letter  in  the  nursery
mailbox.

Sales dates
The Nursery will be holding
sales days on the following 
dates:

• 22 April 22: Spring 
Open Day  10:00am
to 4:00pm

• 29 April, 6, 13, 20 May 
6: Morning Sales 
9:30am to 1:00pm

• 27 May: Summer Open
Day 10:00am to 
4:00pm

• 3, 10, 17, 24 June: 
Morning Sales 
9:30am to 1:00pm

• 1 July: Buy One get 
One Free on Bed-
ding Plants Open 
Day and Sale 
10:00am to 4:00pm

• 9 September: Heritage 
Open Day 10:00am 
to 4:00pm

• 21 October: Autumn 
Open Day 10:00am 
to 3:00pm

• 18 November: Early 
Christmas Sale 
10:00am to 3:00pm

• 9 December: Collection 
of wreaths and sea-
sonal orders 9:30am 
to 1:00pm

Further Railway events and
sales  away from the Nurs-
ery may be added through-
out  the  year,  please  check
website for details.
  We  are  also  open  on
Monday,  Wednesday  and
Friday  from 10am to 3pm
throughout the year. 

Aluminium Foil

Anne  Dixon  is no  longer
collecting  the  foil  for
Snappy.  The lady who ran
it has now given up.  Thank
you  to  everyone  who  has
supported this over the last
few years.
  The amount of foil collec-
ted  over  the  last  10  years
for Snappy is impressive:

aluminium 
foil

13,623 kg

drink cans 8,931 kg
food tins and 1,585 kg
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lids
household 
cables

2,333 kg

other metals 2,144 kg
Grand total 28,616 kg
Amount 
raised

£16,333.47

Foil  can  now  be  put  into
kerbside  recycling  or  re-
cycled at St. Nicks.

Ten years ago
Potting Shed 21, published
in  November  2013,  was
two-sides of A4. Kay Bailey,
York  City  Council’s  Neigh-
bourhood Manager from the
Communities  &  Equalities
Team) was to visit the nurs-
ery  on  28th  November  to
gain  an  understanding  of
where we are currently up
to and to explore our future
plans.
  Gareth  Tagger,  a  third
year  English  student  with
marketing  experience,  was
working  with  the  Nursery
to develop a marketing plan
for  the  nursery  to  present
to  our  Management  com-
mittee  He  was visiting the
site  at  fortnightly  intervals
to  understand what  we do
and to talk to officers and
volunteers  about  publicise
the  nursery.  Gareth  was
also  to  be  on  site  at the
main Christmas Open Day
on 7th December.

Book review

Railways Through Har-
rogate — Martin Bairstow.

Before  I  review  the  above
book  I  must  declare  that
Martin asked  to use two of
your editor’s photographs of
the Nursery in the book. 
  Martin Bairstow has writ-
ten over 40 books on rail-
ways  both  in  the  UK  and
Europe. This book is an up-
date  on  two  earlier  books,
Railways Around Harrogate
Volumes 1 and 2.  It is 130
pages, soft bound with ex-
tensive  photos  and  maps
and covers the history rail-
ways radiating from Harrog-
ate.  The  railways  covered
are  The  Leeds  Northern;
The Nidd Valley Branch and
Light Railway; The Masham
Branch; lines to  Otley and
Bradford  Foster  Square;
lines to Wetherby, Borough-
bridge  and Church  Fenton
and the  line  through Pop-
pleton to York. The Harrog-
ate  Gasworks  railway  is
covered and there is a sec-
tion about accidents on the
line.  There  is  one  minor
quibble, on page 18 there is
a  caption  which  does  not
seem to have a picture as-

sociated with it. I would re-
commend this book to any-
one who is interested in the
history  of  railways  around
Harrogate, even if you have
the  two  previous  volumes.
It is available directly from
Martin  Bairstow   at  53
Kirklees  Drive,  Farsley,
Leeds.  LS28  5TD.  £17.95
(p&p  free  in  UK)  cheques
payable  to  John  Martin
Bairstow.  Amazon  are
selling  it  for  £17.50,  it  is
not  available  at  the  Nurs-
ery.

Railway and 
building work
Work over the winter period
has been a bit  patchy due
to  inclement  weather  and
short days. The finishing of
the painting of  the Potting
Shed has been progressing
slowly  and  we  have  also
painted the door on the ad-
joining boiler house. We are
beginning  to  think  about
replacing  some  of  the
broken  greenhouse  glass
with  perspex.  This  will  be
in the easily accessible sec-
tions  of  the  greenhouses.
One of the recent gales blew
down  the  Nursery’s  notice
board  adjacent  to  the  sta-
tion. The post was not very
securely  buried so  the op-
portunity has been taken to
replace  the  post,  securely
concrete in place and gen-
erally  tidy  up  the  notice
board.
  In March we are hosting a
group  from  the  Narrow
Gauge Society who are vis-
iting  other  narrow  gauge
railways in the area. We are
planning  a  general  spring
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clean  on  the  rolling  stock
and track for their arrival. 

The Potting Shed
Our recent painting of  the
Potting  Shed  has  resulted
in the group taking a closer
look  at  this  building.  Like
many  of  the  Nursery’s
buildings  this  was  second
hand when it arrived at the
Nursery.  It  housed  the
main offices of the Nursery
until  the  arrival  of  the
portacabins.

This article is based on sev-
eral  discussions  the  Rail-
way  and  building  group
have  had  while  we  have
been painting the building,
The  building  is  our  mess
room  particularly  in  the
winter.  The  building  is
wooden on a brick base, it
must  have  arrived  at  Pop-
pleton as a kit of parts, in-
side  there  are  roman  nu-
merals indicating where the
various roof girders join the
walls.

We thought that the build-
ing  might  have  originally
been  a  signal  box.  The
Nursery  arrived  in  Pop-
pleton  in  1941.  Martin
Bairstow’s book (see review
elsewhere in this issue) tells
us that  Poppleton Junction
signal box, which controlled
the junction from the East
Coast mainline to the Har-
rogate  branch,   closed  in
1941.  We  wondered
whether, due to its proxim-
ity,  it  became  our  Potting
Shed.  On consulting North
Eastern  Railway  signalling
expert  Richard  Pulleyn,
who  provided  photos  of
Poppleton Junction box, we
discovered  that  it  was  an
all-brick box, and therefore
not  our  building.  Richard
also  included  photos  of  a
more  likely  box,  Skelton
Junction at  the North end
of  Skelton  railway  bridge.
Further consultations with
Richard  revealed  that  the
dimensions of the box were
different  to  the  Potting
Shed, also the box closed in
1933  and  the  Nursery
didn’t open until 1941. The
boxes  were  modular  in
structure and there is evid-

ence  for  boxes  were  re-
deployed in other locations
on  closure.  Having  viewed
photos  of  several  boxes  it
was apparent that most  of
them  had  sliding  windows
which  the  Potting  Shed
doesn’t,  it  posed the ques-
tion whether it had been a
signal box and was another
type of railway building. At
the time of writing we still
have  no  idea  what  the
building  originally  was  or
where it came from. One in-
teresting feature that could
identify its original use and
possible location is the very
small window to the right of
the  door,  it  doesn’t  open
but  has  it  ever  opened? If
anyone has further inform-
ation  or  ideas  about  the
Potting  Shed  we  would  be
very  interested  in  hearing
from you,  just  contact  the
Nursery.
  One  interesting  feature
your  editor  discovered  was
a track near Poppleton Vil-
las,  near  where  Millfield
Lane  turns  right  towards
the  A59  and  Beckfield
Lane, which crossed railway
bridges  over  the  Harrogate
branch  and  East  Coast
mainline and onto the Ings
beyond. It must have closed
when the sugar beet factory
opened in 1926.

…and finally
If you have visited the Nursery it was probably in fine weather, probably on one of our
sales days. The following photos were taken on one of the coldest days of the year.
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